
C A R D B O A R D  FA C T S

A P P R O X I M AT E LY

1 0 0  B I L L I O N  C A R D B O A R D  

B O X E S  A R E  P R O D U C E D  

E A C H  Y E A R  I N  T H E  

U N I T E D  S TAT E S

O N E  TO N  O F

R E C Y C L E D

C A R D B O A R D  S AV E S

9  C U B I C  YA R D S  O F

 L A N D F I L L  S PA C E

O N E  TO N  O F

R E C Y C L E D

C A R D B O A R D  S AV E S

4 6  G A L L O N S
O F  O I L

R E C Y C L I N G  C A R D B O A R D

O N LY TA K E S  7 5 %
O F  T H E  E N E R G Y

R E Q U I R E DTO  M A K E

N E W  C A R D B O A R D

C A R D B O A R D  R E C Y C L I N G  1 0 1

W H AT  I S  A  M R F ?

C A R D B O A R D  R E C Y C L I N G  P R O C E S S

in cardboard boxes to the 
consumer.

G O O D S  A R E  S H I P P E D

cardboard is picked up and 
transfered to the nearest 
recycling facility.

T H E  B R O K E N  D O W N

arrives at the recycling facility, it’s 
sorted, shredded, pulped, filtered, 

and then enters the finishing stage to 
form new cardboard. 

ONCE THE CARDBOARD

is typically used to create new 
cardboard, paperboard, and 

paper bags. Cardboard boxes 
can go through this process 5-7 

times before loss of quality!

RECYCLED CARDBOARD
should be broken down to 
save space in the 
recycling cart. 

P R O  T I P :  C A R D B OA R D

A  m a t e r i a l s  r e c o v e r y  f a c i l i t y ,  o r  M R F  ( p r o n o u n c e d  l i k e  ' m u r p h ' ) ,  r e c e i v e s ,  s e p a r a t e s ,  a n d  p r e p a r e s  
r e c y c l a b l e s  t o  b e  s o l d  t o  a n  e n d  b u y e r .  A  M R F  u s e s  a  c o m b i n a ti o n  o f  e q u i p m e n t ,  m a c h i n e s ,  a n d  

m a n u a l  l a b o r  t o  s e p a r a t e  a n d  p r e p a r e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s .

W H AT  H A P P E N S  T O  R E C Y C L E D  C A R D B O A R D ?

C a r d b o a r d  i s  t y p i c a l l y  r e c y c l e d  
i n t o  n e w  c a r d b o a r d ,  p a p e r b o a r d  

a n d  p a p e r  b a g s .

B y  g i v i n g  n e w  l i f e  t o  y o u r  c a r d b o a r d ,  
i t  w i l l  s a v e  e n e r g y ,  d e c r e a s e  w a s t e  
a n d  p u t  u s e  t o  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  w o u l d  

o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  t o  l a n d f i l l .

O C C

C O N V E Y O R
B E LT

P R O C E S S I N G O L D  C O R R U G AT E D
C A R D B O A R D


